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Effects of coronavirus pandemic on education
The coronavirus is the first pandemic to affect most of the world's countries and sectors. The COVID 19 pandemic was popularly known in China in December 2019 when the government declared a virus affecting its population. Since it was reported, it has affected all countries, some going for the complete lockdown to control the spread of the virus while others have opted for cessation of movement of people from one region of the country to another. Due to drastic measures taken by governments to control the spread of COVID 19, many sectors have been affected. Economies, education, health, transport, and international trade have been affected by the pandemic. Many countries and scholars put more effort into the economic and health sectors of countries. Characterized by fever, dry cough, and tiredness as the significant symptoms of the disease, it is easily transmitted from one person to another (Kumar et al., 2020). Due to the risk of transmission, governments have discouraged public gatherings to reduce its transmission. This has affected many sectors, including education.
For the last one and half years, the corona statistics have soured every day, with every country recording at least one case in a day. Although the disease is curable, it has caused deaths to millions over the past year. The world has recorded more than 154 cases of coronavirus infections since it was reported, and therefore there was a need to control its spread. Multiple vaccines have been developed, but many have failed in the attempt to control COVID 19. The world's first successful vaccine, the AstraZeneca vaccine, has been used to prevent the virus's spread (Kumar et al., 2020). This pandemic has created challenges in education, and therefore there is a need to address the effects of COVID 19 on the teaching and learning of students. In an attempt to how the coronavirus has impacted the world, this paper will look at the effects of the coronavirus on education. 
Education is essential in the development of children and nations. Through education, people acquire professional skills that help them in their daily tasks and life. Over the past year, the coronavirus has influenced and affected the acquisition of education across the globe. All levels of education have been affected by the pandemic, but the elementary level of education has been affected the most. In the past year, schools and universities in the United States and other countries of the world have been closed (Burgess & Sievertsen 2020). This has been imposed to reduce the spread. It is feared that allowing learners to continue physical learning in classes would threaten to control the spread of the coronavirus. If a learner is infected with the virus, it is easy to spread it in the entire school, and thus closure of schools was seen as a way to avoid severe effects. This has affected education as learners cannot access education. In the developed countries, learners have resulted in remote learning, which is insufficient and ineffective in providing education. Although some students have access to online learning, the teaching of students has been affected as many do not have access to computers and online devices to enable them to access classes (Burgess & Sievertsen 2020). The most affected are learners from developing countries with inferior technology where schools and individuals do not have access to better educational technology to facilitate online classes. The closure of schools has kept learners in their homes with little involvement in education. As such, education was limited to online courses, which a few wealthy students and institutions can only access. The United States education system is not structured to deal with uncertainties, and the closure of schools resulted in inconveniences that have left stakeholders struggling to ensure quality education. 
Provision education should be based on specific standards that the education system should achieve. With the corona pandemic, it isn't easy to achieve these standards. As such, the quality of education is affected. Teachers and educators use schools to help learners meet their education targets and help the weak learners during the teaching and learning process. With the closure of schools and education being conducted online, educators cannot determine learners' understanding. As such, the teachers cannot assist learners who have not understood the learned material. As it is challenging to give detailed information through online classes, and therefore the education system does not provide the required education (Di Pietro et al. 2020). As a result, the quality of education is victimized, and therefore poor education is being provided. Researches have shown that distance learning does not deliver the same results as the in-class learning that has been affected by the closure of schools. This is due to inadequate content coverage, and this results in poor education. 
Another effect is increased school dropouts. The learners have been at for more than a year, so they could not access education during this time. Many learners engaged in numerous non-school activities that interfered with their learning. Some were employed as casual workers in companies, especially those from poor, to provide food for their families. At the same time, some did not understand the meaning of education after the prolonged closure of schools. As such, many of these learners and students opted to continue with their non-school activities rather than going back to school. This has resulted in increased cases of school dropouts (Di Pietro et al. 2020). Also, due to the closure of schools, countries have recorded increased teenage pregnancies that have resulted in more dropouts. Schools girls opt not to continue with education after giving birth and thus increasing dropout cases. With increased school dropout, the quality of education and life decreases drastically. 
Schools depend on public funding for them to provide education to learners. The global economy has dropped drastically due to the pandemic, with more emphasis being given to the health sector to ensure sufficient facilities to handle the increased cased of coronavirus. The global spending on education was 11% before the pandemic. With increased emphasis on health, this has decreased to give more funding to health. As a result, the corona pandemic has reduced funding of the education sector in many countries. Reduction in school funding will affect many school activities, and thus schools may be unable to meet their needs. Most developments of schools depend on government support, which will be reduced as little will be directed to this school aspect. Innovations depend on financial support from institutions, and thus reduced funding will interfere with such activates (Schleicher 2020). As such, the world is expected to witness retardation in education. As such, some countries launched education relief packages that will help boost schools' budgets and helps the institutions sustain their activities. For example, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the United Kingdom, and Italy are among many world countries that have launched such packages. 
Also, the pandemic has affected students' mobility across the globe. Many schools around the world admit learners from around the world. For instance, the United States schools have a high population of Chinese students, especially their universities. With the closure of international borders, the move of these students has been interfered with and thus affecting their education. As such, the corona pandemic has affected international education, which has led to delayed graduations and dropouts, especially in universities (Marinoni et al. 2020). 
Although the corona pandemic has impacted negatively in many aspects, it has a positive impact on education. Due to the pandemic, learners are required to keep social distance to avoid easy transmission of the virus. As such, schools have been closed, and thus the call for technology in education was needed. Through the pandemic, education institutions and learners resulted in online classes to continue with education. This is a positive addition to education; although it has been used before, its use has increased with the pandemic. Therefore, the corona pandemic has digitalized education, and we might see the use of the same technology in education and thus boosting education (Kuhfeld et al. 2020). All in all, the pandemic has negatively impacted education, although there are aspects of positive aspects. 
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